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Feeling frisky as a colt? Well, stop champing at the bit and saddle up for
the greatest hell-for-leather trails in the world. Compiled by Daisy Finer
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CASTELLO DI RESCHIO,

ITALY
Where in the world am 1T Woedlands, kikes and a fairytale castde Where will | sheep? Pick from nine abselurely delicions villas, all of
on .70 completady privare acres of Iyrical Umbrian countryside which, combine lralian grandewr with quirky charm. Expecy frescosd
Wheo's in charge? Ohwner, Count Antonio Bolza, whe bought this walls, mrosaic flooss, swimming pools and jaw-droppingly beausiful

magical esate of ancient crumbling farmhouses in 1994, He fell under  Talian gardens. These guys know whar they are doing,

the spell of Andalusian harses as 2 bay, warching the famous Lipianer — Will | go hungry? Mox if chef Marco can help it, Reschio has it own
at the Spanizh Riding School in Vienns, and decided v found an oateris, which iz chanming, intirsats and relaxed, with log fires in
equestEian centre 0 train and brosd them for dressage winter and an enchansing terrace for hapgey summer evenings.,
Where am | heading? MNowhere wxing, Come here to dip into lidoles  Poetic moment s hard to bear the high of finally persusding

vita — amsazing food and wine, sunshine, pools and then, befors you the count’s magnificent white Andabusian stallion e brsak inte
doze off, incredible horses with dressage lessons an sive, a0 well & an extended ot at the end of your firsever dressage lesson,
hacking around the cxtare ar taking part in childrens pony acrobatics,  The concenmation requibned is so intense that you may mot even
What are the horses likeT Historically, Andabusian haries have been realise it has happened until vou dismewnt and are congrambaed
considersd too short-legged/necked for dressage. Undeterred, by Antenic himself,

Coun Anvonio hived legendary instmicrer Anronelo Top tip If boy's toys are vour thing, check in to the Pabizzo —a
Radicchio o train the horses in the French School, which 4 4 large, imposing. almost cheacrical villa with 3607 views, a gym,
sdmirsbly invehes no force, The fact iz vakes twice as I A cinema, barrel-vaulved wine cellar and billiards room.

lang ve train them doss net dauns the count, The  Book it A wenk ar Moo oilla from £6 565 for fowr
experiencs i exceptional and even the tack room has ; B peeple; dressapr lesson, £110; viding bevon, £80
a plictering chandelier and stapgeringly attractive proems, (reschis. comm or (00 39 075 844 3620,

T the relatively unvisived state of Sana Cararing, riding beoween faaendas
mmmnmmuﬁmﬁmmpﬂmum
acress, Luckily, the haries and the gauches feel the same way, and you can canter so your hear's content.

"I'h:dndinm‘lpuﬁ of Belgian Pal Coudenys and canle farmer Roberio Bianchini,
crigllos. Semall and nifty, very respensive and wrained
neck-reim, mﬂywm&muﬂnw;hmhq:b&m#ﬂumm
@ guests can DIY ('Gwynnie', perhaps, for the haeie thar doss peculiar yogic siretches of an
The ganchos don' like walking much and rend ro move ar a fair pace,
the terrain is easy, with huge rolling expanses and very few w worry abour. Youll break cach day r
for lunch — usually at a fizenda, the farmnily will feed you so much beef, pasma and salad thar you'll
need 1o be winched back into the saddle. Afves harch you can snuggle up 1o your theepikin nummah for 1
a quicic sieata. You'll usually ride abour six hours & day.
Rn:? ﬁﬁmm@pﬂhﬂp&mdlﬂrﬂiﬁmﬂ
Toaming e huuu Fouwont sec iz anyone else, bar the occasional herder,
The harses, cowbeys and riders vogether in a ke at the end of the day.
Ridle Wirlduwide affers srwen wighe from £1,573, full board, insluding tramfers ard arivitie
(ridraerldudade. com or Q7857 §2544)
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" Where in the am IT After fying o
Maumiyoull be picked up by jeep and then
wransferred by boas, swishing vour way
chirough endless warer lilies, 1o a half-million-
acre privase concession in the mind-blowinghy :
beatiful Clkavango Dielrs, #
Where am | heading? Base isthe Macatae |
Camp, froem which you will ride inco prisine |
H'dtmﬁiﬂ'ﬂf}'dﬂ.}' seeing net another soul
Who's in charge? John Sobey, & chesloy 1 1 -+
chappy with an impish znee of humourwhe 1S3
waniz 19 ensure everybody has the best time, 1 %
“Take a pood lock as these chipmunks sating
vaur breakfase — chats all the wildlife you'll sz
thiz afterneen,” ke jests, before you entera
ridiculpusty enthralling fengle Sook sdvenmre,
What are the horses like? A mix of
- Mamibian and Hanoverian thoroughbeeds,
A Kalshari-Arab crosshreeds and 17-hand
E8E  Perchesons, with onc 1o mit everyons, sven

- thie slightly overweighe huncsman, The bi
bresds doat n‘uimu}'fnrhuhﬂ.mdmﬁ;

5 hi.m:gn*h‘uhmghdﬁn.‘l’uudungt —
& horses several vimes during chie trip. which

keeps you en pour wes. Be carcfulof -

all-cong Cesar — before vou know i,

)uu’ll.h: the ride,
_',H-liﬂtn- i, suarved by Sarsh
Jame Gullick, hﬂlfﬂﬂ._ﬂihsdlmuf
pﬂﬂgch}rlhuﬁndnmﬂ:mu:ﬁ.
Do ] rreed to be fighting MMunu}w
bz will b pwisvming decp waners
and lang grasses (with you n.ulnp},.m
pudnmdmhmp:htn:
. \'ﬂ\ﬂlﬂmm:ﬂ.dpuﬁrwb‘
with hierds of giraffes or dazzling

2ebrai — votally thrilling views ome minure,

ruﬂadﬁhmﬁtm
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Whene in the warld am I7 Less than vao hours' drive from Budapst,
iy thee Puszza, with its vast, spectacular sandy plaing, dotred with
dense poplar, oak and acai forests, and remnanis of shells, fossils and
even Celic gold. Thiz magnificent landscape is peppersd with small
homeseads connecied by long, straight samdy rracks — absohuredy
ideal for safe, fass gallops, Youll be based at Oliver Christen
charming Hansel and Gretel fasm, Homeoki Lodge.

Whers am | heading? Owr to the Grear Flungarian Plain svery dav.
which allows for endless explorasion and advenmure, Mo holes, no
feness — this is the Mangolian sieppes without the hardship, The
feeling of apenness iz chiting Whils the rides are ideal for thos: who
are bt 1o wror, the pace of the day is perfectly civilised: vou'll les boase
berween 9, 30wm and hanch, for which you'll sicher renarn o base or
have a picnic. Then there's & twe-and-half-hour ride before dusk.
Whok in charge? Oliver Christen is legendary, He knows how 1o
put everyans af i — on somse afiemoons vou'll be offered seven
different palinkas (like grappa. enly bewer),

What are the horses lee? Whea, these babies are up for the gallop.
Beautiful and well primed —and 4 mix of various old Hungarian
breeds from Furkesas w Kisberlz, Arab and Thoroughbeed crosses

— they are all highly responsive, Satisfaction for specdmens,

Meed to know Temperamres rangs from -30°C in winter o 4070
in high summer [n May and June, the wildflowers are incredible:
Hungary looks lile England muss have 200 vears age.

Do I need to ba fighting fitT I yours not up 1o speed (zafery comes
first). vau might be separated and taken en & very long, baring e
while everpone elie ks racing away

What will | see? Diesr jump ous ar you, appearing frem nowhere

— o ey bave: vo jump ous of their way. There are wild boar,

buage hares, nesting herans and ather bisds of every descripsion.
The wonderful robacco planc smell exquisite. Mothing cacapes
Olives’s matice — kel paing out tye horrible mee wich de

HOMOKI o
HUNGARY i

LODGE,

therns thar wese suppasedly used te crown Jesus, The gallop
chrauph the tobacco fields and wikdflowess is posibly the mos
senzational ride ever.

Will 1 go hungryT Dont miss the peach compote (you can pluck te
fruit from the trees a you rde) ac breskdase, or the cured bam and
fresh epgs with paprika. Lunch and dinnes are cormbon food it
best: macaroni chesse, potare prasin, homemade sswsspes, poubish
cooked over an open fire {be warned, vegetariang are considered

an oddivy here). One hunch is 2 magical pionic in the wood: of
jlest-canght carp with lote'of fresh bresd and wild scawberries,

i a Cable Laid with sunflowers,

Where will | sleepT Oliver b a trained-archivect and bas converved
whis srall farmbouss inne 2 gucsthouse witkour losing any of it bocal
charm — Ix has painted shuners, wooden beds and precry Hurgarkan
veaniles and e thoughaful withour being contrived.

Pastic momart The gorgeous horss and cast ride to the very basic
pub, pulled by rwe cnormous grey coldbloods, is wondrous. The
clip-clop of their howves on the road, the serene feeling of being in

a carviage with it penvde suspension and the scenery loating pas

all make vou feed a8 chough vou've pome back w the 19th century.
Ir's & ahock vo se anybody e an all (sporting & car will ourrage you),
but when you de, everybody looks as theugh they've stepped out
of 4 movel — headicarf-bedecked women wending their gardens or
hardened farnrworkers. The cvenings are also a highlight — dse
galloping grocms wm inte dashing, rwinkiz-roed dancing parmers,
as chivalrous as any cavalier. The national zidher o bon cames
once & week, bringing music and beaury (he is 2 handsome).

Top tip Don't write Hungary off as boring — this is a real gem. These
in the Jonoew keep I a closely guarded secrer. Even the most intrepid
riders will be enthralled,

Book it fn the Saaldle affers seven niphm frovm £1,000 fwll board
Invbuding activities (incheradidle.com ov Q1299 272997,
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ESTANCIA RANQUILCO,
ARGENTINA

Where in the world am I7 The Ranquiloo advenmre beging in a
pick-up at the small wwn of Zapals (s flight or overnight bus ride fram
Busenas Aires), Dirive inoo the Argentine cordillers to Buca Mallin (Bi
Meadew), where the gauchos will feed you, pils your bags on 2 mule
and send you, puidsd, into che Pacsgonian wildemess.
Where am | heading? Wildest Patagonia, No phanes, intermer or sven
vehicles can reach chis uniqus ertancis, a pood thres hours' rids from
anywhere. Tailor the trip o your enes — base ix all ar dhe ranch, pack-crip
into the Andes for days or mix it wp & you plesss, Leg che puides show
vou their fovourite spets, te the horses, pick cherries and drink mace
(herts ceal, chen bewd back for a feed or load up & mule and ride o a
rucked-away camp ve swim in fvers, build firs and sleep under the sars,
Who's in charge? The ranch is family-run by a Califarnian and
Colerade crew. Your host, TA, is uccerly laidback, all sofi-speken
charm. Hlis sisver Sky is pure gaacho, while patriarch Ashley locks
every bit the Marfbore Man,
What are the horses like? Srurdy Criollo ponies and whizzy Arsbs,
rated by their speed, Mavbe start on adorable poay Checolute, then
upgrade wo grey Arab Caviahue, the ‘third-faseest borse on the ranch’,

] MNead to know Mate etiqueste: the host bas the firs cap, deunk
E throwgh a soraw called 4 bombilla, It ks chen refilled with hot warer and

offered round to cach persen in msn, Saving thank you means veu've

g finished: disturbing the bombills means you're  cretin.
Do | need to be fighting fit? The errain can be wicky and core
balamecs will help, ban the horses are exremely careful, wsed o

o neck mining, so ride ene-handed, sit deep into your pellon (sheepskin)
and relax. If vour nerves are still a livcle wobbly, & Cavic (red wine, {
e usually from a bex) scash in your saddle bug seems 1o do the wick.
Ly What will | see? Keal gauche wradition mixed with an addictive hippis
. and soaring condors in epic country. By nigh, the asades (barbeoues)s
it P thamm:ﬁ.nﬂmdmdﬁ:&:.ﬂ,mmﬁmndujug,hnd hht.ﬂwr
PEECRES  yunmy ta teach you the tango and dance vill you do
e Hﬂw]ﬂfdup?ﬁﬁmm;mupmm
cabing howse appealinghy misrnarched antique furniture, v
@ '8 books and pleasing curios. Hunker down a bedrime underaduwes,
e listening to the crackle of an apen fire, Ew.:}rmmhhuﬂtfunumm
S ¥ | Postic moment Dhesscd in ponches, cansering out 1o round up horses 8
R as the moming rain suaps, :h.uunmmmudlpcr&ndﬂuhk e
¥ rainbow hangs in the mis
HHTqWMM:ﬁEMH@#ﬁmEI.MﬂM
Emeludlinng actinitia (rap S0ranchereont) [=
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HIPPIKOS CENTRE,
PORTUGAL

Whare in the world am |7 Mestled in the hills of Vila
Werde, near Braga. converted farm Hippikos is wrapped
in vineyards and shelvered by pine mees, Arrive 1o-a big
meal, charrer and introductions, then a quick tour af the
srables, Your nesds are sussed our from the start and you
are masched 1o 2 horse for your firs of five days riding,
Whare am | heading? Thiz is a one-soop shop, Be up for
breakfust or lessons — whichever comes fins— and canry
on training all day. You have three hour-long chisses, be
they purs dressags or & combination of pods work and
Jurnping. and vou can slio spend tme warching other
groups tor tips, Respios comes from lolling poslside or
cogying by the fire in winger.

Wha's in charge? Antenio Soares is the mast captivating
and warmn bost, Fz toaly lives for the place and insiscs
that yoar muss sreat Hippikes & vour bome, SINGITA GRUMETI,

What are the horses likeT A mibomare of purcheed

Lusitane stallions for dressage and warmbloods for TANZANIA

Jurnping. These horss have mary bustons, 0 i youss i Where in the world am I7 Singica Grumesi Reserves, Tanzania — 350,000 scres of

o

walking backwards, vou've squeszed the wrang bit, the western Serenged, whizzed into from Kilimanjare by reeny plane, Landing an
Maed to know Be selective in your colour of jodbpurs, the dirt-red airsorip scamvers pebras and oecriches — an apt inmroduction to the zafar,
You are paing o sweat: black iz safe; light bees is not Where am | heading? Fram ons indulgensly comfy base to anacher, across huge
What will | seeT Your riding will improve in ways you landscapes weming wich gamse, Head our from the immaculate scobles st Sasalora,
dien’t think it could: vou'll finally develop that dhusive riding o the Explars mobile canip and en vo Fara Faru Lodge, via plain and buzh,
feel', wher: you stop tugging reing and flapping your chrowsgh rivers and sorub, trecking hippas and elephans, kopards and licns,
heeds and star fiding with your body, really alking’ Wheis in charge? Ali and Martin are your guides and you'd be pushed o
to your hogee, Such intense mraining docs wondzrs, find more amisble, knowledpeabls folle. A liferime's varied squestrian career
Hacks can be arranpged ar request, but they're not means that South African Al has a sixth sense with the animals — she's
really the point here, practically kalf horse, Marin caught the safari bug on boliday and kefi the |
Where wil | deep? In converted farm buildings chac UK for a life in che saddle. He's marvelowsly reassusing (his rifle helps) and i -
havee: ferching bedroarns with views of the church, laden a zoological marermind,
lime: trees and che valley below. Fresh flowers and fiui What ane the horses [e? The best. Gleaming, happy and truly fic, Kepo
appear daily on lice-topped wooden chests, and night- in imspeccable svalls where uetse-fy-caused sleeping sickness is sraved off by
tiese distarbamces amount 1o a rearby whinny ar woal. ewice-daily temperatrs checles and regular blood rests on site, Ali marches yeu
Poetic moment Drcszage discipline fight: every to vour borse with & thorough questionnaine. Whether vou like a pocker rockes
hunting-tom usge 10 ride jockey-length and pung-ho or a scheolmaser, she'll find vour foot-perfoct. unflappalble fricnd,
The mvoment you stop taking moterbike corners and MNeed to know Martin understands animal behaviour and you will learn heaps
simply ride 3 whole lerson in a grear ourline is joyous, from him. A splayed-fingered hand ax the side of bis head means a buffabo in dee
Book it Seven-ey dreviage wmd showy emping programmr bush —shhhb, If ke saps, “Walk quiedly’ — creep-silentdy behind. Should he say, “The
Jfrore £1,400, full faard fncfuding all activitia elephant’s really not happy — she’s coming thiz way, lecs go," then beg in
{Bigpiker, pt or (0 35] 917 323 397), D | need te be fighting fit? Mast imparcant iz riding abilicy. There's regular
. = ducking. diving and log-hopping, 0 natural superglue on the bum doss wonders,

What will | see? Unveiled, clase-contacs, real Serempedi. Gazelle herds

bownce wide-eyed mexr w graceful girsfies thar appear impossibly from behind
lone acacia trees, Zebras buck a2 you canter past and elephants shift silently
chrowgh che bush,

Whene will | sleep? All of the buse camps are beyond rap-notch. This is glamping
ar itz besx. Voluminous beds envelope you. writing desks are equipped with paper
and paingz, showers are piping hot and loos have proper seats and acrually fhesh,
Dregpive the haxuries, when the high-pirched zip of your wenr goes down, lions
rumble and theres no escaping the raw sounds of the Serengeti night.

Poetic moment As you canter horne in the hazy lae-aftiermoon sun, hundreds of
animals swddenly join the mini-migration. As camp appears in the distance, the
giraftes, garelles amd 2ebras disappear a insantly & they arrived.

Top tip Sleep with canvas windows relled up. Through mosguite screens, the
bloed-orangs sun ralls up over the horizen w illeminane a jaw-dropping visa of
acacia-deried plains,

Book it Africas Explererions affers three siphv from £2. 805, fill board, including
fligher, grwrifers and wctivitier funldendezotic co.k or 01439 748401,
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EXPLORA ATACAMA CHILE

Whars in the world am 17 High up in the asonishing Amcama Deserr, ar
Hotel de Larache, the traveller’s mest-visit hored in this neck of the woods,

Were calking matursl -:hl.c.mﬂ'l.puf-:cdnudgad archicecoure thas keeps
he distant meuntaing cenme ssage. The scenery is spectacular — che

anow—capped Andes, mmd.lmsk}'mdtm alien and choroughly
mesererising landscape. Prepare o be wowed.

‘Whare am | headingT A short ride on day one belps the wam spoc amy
lack af experience, affering exira help whers nesded — 50 e p But
if you're scared of beighes, take a deep breadh. Youll be cackling some of
the biggest zand dunes vou've ever seen, along with narrew crevices, Same
rigdes keeep you in the oases and achers cake you across the desere and up
imma the foothilks of the Andes. The full days are long (nine till five) bus
imvigorating {more pobsmacker views), Frequent stops are made for
drinking water and taking pienures, with longer breaks for picnic lunches,
‘Wh's in charge Each night before secting our, vour puide will give vou
the mest riveting slideshow (really) explaining the history and geology of
the area, Additional horses are loaded up with zadedlebags, so vou don’
have 1o carry anything, plus all che kic vou need in case a horse casts 4 shoe
{epuinz likeby on vhis verrain).

‘What are the horses like? Mot your average plodding wekking poniss.
Explora ges all the horses from a farm in Santiage and they are a miooure
of Chilean breeds and Therpughbreds, hardy and trained for the
long davs ax high altinude,

Top tp Ensure pou plan a stopover in Santiago, which will
beeak the hellish lenpgxh of time it rakes vo reach chiz wnigque s
Poetic mament? Wasching the sun s over the Andes as
flamingos gracefully wads through the Laguna Tebinguinche,
dook it Enchessing Travel offers srven sight from £2.970,

il o, incleding intevaal fighe, rarfees and acetvives
{rrchanting-travel com or Q8000 958486).

COLONIAL HACIENDA RIDE, ECUADOR

Where am | heading? Up, up and away. Through the famous svenuc of volcanoes and
then up the side of 2 couple of them, reaching 13.000 feet (just below the base camp of
Cotopai, wheze the sir ia thin bt the horses just keep going). Opwards, up the Zulets
Valley, to the pesls of small mountaing around Cayambe voleano and on through
cucalyptus and pines into the Cotopaxi Narional Park. Six days of contras and beauty
Whe's in charge? Sally Vergette, 2n energetic Englishwoman who i passionate about
horzes (given the option, she'd probably come back a: one) and her team of local
Ecusdorian chagras (cowbaws). Great fun wo dde with.

What are the horses like? Local Criolle croseed with Andalusizn, Thoroughbred and
Peruvian Pasos —all very well prepared. You'll get a change of horse so you'll never ges

% tired steed. MoClellan saddles come withbullt-in sheepaking for extra cushioning.

Do | need to be fighting fit? Lot of canters and riding at altivude does make you short
of breath on seeasion, but the dayy in the raddle ase 2 minture of long and shorter.

What will | see? Same days mu"-ll feel like you're an top of the world, riding in the
clouds, while on ethers you'll wind dhroagh the back alleys of rural villages, spowing

2 Quechuan woman witha baby sling on her front, and a very happy piglet inside too.
will | go hungry? Expect plenty of chicken, salsds, quinos soup and amall, sweet, honeyed
pasiries. Thankfully vou wen't, 2t any poini, be offered the national delicacy, guinea pig.
Whare will | sleep? A different spor every night, from La Clenega, 4 grand colondal
hacienda, wo the charming farm of San Agustin, bails on the site of an ancient Incan palace.
Top tip Tack on & wip to the rainforest, You've come all that way, so you might as well,
Book it Ridr Wirlduwide offers seven wights from £0,850, full beard, including transfers
and activitie (ridewarlduide. com ov OI837 82544) -
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y y f his Fthiopian wife Lydia, bur also becanse be just Toves the country:
f What are the horses llh'! Small, lu-:n.El} hrtdﬂh}r:-lnun ponies — light-footed and

brave. Importantly, since there are no fences in Ethiopia, they all have good brakes.
What will | see? Vistas that will make your heart :in;.‘l’m’llem meadows filled
with wildflowers and endless fiekds of tef (a local crop) bending in the breeze, ride
through dense forgst, skire rocky gorges and witness vast skies,
Where will | slesp? In two-man dome tents pitched on high plateaus, or in local
villages. The terrain is high and it can be cold st night, so take 3 warm sleeping hag.
Poetic momant A breachtaking sunset with & glass of chilled wine in your hand, a2
you stand high up on the edge of the Blue Nile gorge. watching Lammergeicrs
(bearded vulusres wirh eighr-foar wingspanid) swonp below. It tales some beating,
Book it Rids Wordd Wide affers eight mighits frow £1,405, full begrd, ncluding
traingfers wind acrivitier (rideworldinide.com or QIE3T B2544).

ILLASTIAT PR A0 FHOPKINS. PHOT CONAMHS: (STOOH, SCOTT DURM, SHUTTERSTOCK

SNOWY RIVER COUNTRY, AUSTRALIA

Whane in the world am (7 South-east Akerralia, & three-hour drive from Melbowrne,
Wha's in eharge? Mike Watsen iz far fram the copper-bomomed cowbey vou might cxpect, He's
clean-shaven, affable and dedicared o giving guests an authentic experience.
What are the horses lileT Mile has mare than G0 horses and never filiers on & same, They are
cxpertly irained withewt being dulkunds, This is no nese-vo-cail plod — there's plensy of galloping
bt adso someie smeep hills and the odd giddying drep. Even so. you can trast 2 Wason seed. Ara
cliffedpe, Mad blax (as are horse is worrvingly called) nurns as decile as a resiring libsasian,
Do | neetd to be fighting fit7 In helps if vou can sty on a borse, especially when the thing'is
cantering. but yeu cemainly don’t need o be an expert, Even if long houss in the saddle lsave
vou looking like a bow-legged BN Wallach, it's nothing a biv of sresching won' sor our,
What will | see? Beautiful ralling hills, fvers, woods, meuntsins and, from the top, 360° views
through the dramatic, ever-changing light. Best of all, and fram Juss about everywhere you look, o
families of kangaroos, boinging vo and fro, slecping in the shade og simply peering curiously at
vou from behind the safery of a wee, And, oh boy, whar wrees.., Majestic pepperming pums line
the rivers and the air iz soparific and thick with the smell of eucalyprus,
Whare will | sheep? If you wans the full camp-and-swag holiday ander dhe sars, ic's there for
the taking, Bur for those whe prefer cood shests in a camfy bed after a long day ousside, Miks ) o
and Wendy have openad two propemics, ane of which iz an old pionser wooden homerread wich _,,;:! Sy
Victosian camphar lights and patchwork bedspreads — ic's the real deal and whelly charming.  ©0 s
Top tip Take the kids and stick them all in the homesead, with it funky muld-bunk bednoom,
which looks like it could sleep dozens, They'll bave a blast.
Poetic moment Each time you bex go of vour nervosness, inhibiton and (quite often) the reins
tow, as vou splash chrough dhese big swollen rivers,
Book it Seart D sffers fior aiphty from £2.400, full bowrd incluwating artivities
(ieertdbussn, come or (20 BGE2 50600, [+
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LA BAMBA DE ARECO,

ARGENTINA

I Wihere in the world am IT Prime puh—p]n}nns pmigras, TWO hours” drive
from BA, near San Anronia de Areco, hame of Gald-Cup-winning ream
| La Bamba. This is che sruff of Jilly Cooper novels. Approach the estancia
gi | through an svenus of mees edged by immaculate picches, escorted by
| achingly handseme cowboys tailing a herd of locss ponies behind them.
Where am | heading? Frem pary o peol to pole pirchside and back again.
| This esmancia is a remrear thar lives and breathes Angentine squermrian culoare,
celebrating local craftsmanship and gauche histary.
" Whao's in charge? Emelia, your hos, has a twinkle in bereye, buris
i fauldessly professional, ensuring every need is mes. She is quick vo affer the
| quesTionable Jocal tipple, ferner and Coke, promizing the tase geos beroer,
What are the herses like? Pure Criallo ponies, fauldessly mannered, bus
with spirit and characrer, and ridden in handcrafred waditional ack. Mot
their sharpness and speed of turn when the herders wark carde,
Moed to know The Argentine horse cubmre lives in every corner of La Bamba
bust the key is ve relax and indulge, s0 don't expecs any daredevil riding,
Where will | sleep? In Primors and the Pea-height, four-poser heaven,
where the paper-crisp sheets are turned down for you every evening.
Weightr door keys hang on stinrups and rearing horses adom the walls
| Poetic moments Ouriding the lighining as you canter through a
thumnderstorm with a herd of young ponies ot on your heels,
ook it Dewble frame £330, foll board, incuding oll aceivinie
(Labanbatdeareo eom or 00 54 11 4519 £996)

. . = : -. 4 '- _ _. = .':. f‘:;
ESTANCIA HUECHAHUE, RN T
ARGENTINA : :
in the world am I7 A couple af hours' drive from Buth the sun and the wind can be ferocious, so slather
your Fage in 5PF and bring a har,
Dol need to be fit? Even curting cattle and

around the estancia will bother unexpected

body parts. An eight-day romp to Chile is no mean feat,
3o good core strength will give both your and your
pony's back a break.
Whare will | sleep? In large cabina with precty white
embroidered bedsheers, shaggy sheepibin rugs, vases of
razes anvd wiews of the orchard or the moantains.
Postic momant OK, we know its not cool to leave your

helmet at home, bur there is no feeling like bounding full
Tnpelt on & horse, acros a dusty mountain with the sun on
i ndduwlndi.npuhd:
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